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The purpose of this study is to explain the extent of the role of social media on students'
English vocabulary mastery and also to describe the role of social media on students'
vocabulary acquisition related to their respective use of social media. It uses the case study
method. The data needed for this study were collected from student observations and
questionnaires. Data were collected from direct observation and analyzed using descriptive
qualitative methods to find out how to explain social media activity to students. By using this
method, researchers can find out the average activeness of students on the most frequently
used social media. This observation was also carried out to find out between social media
activity and student vocabulary achievement. Meanwhile, the data collected from the
questionnaire results were then analyzed using the descriptive data method and the
classification method of social media activity from Nuraini (2011). This method was used to
describe students based on their social media activity. Therefore, the results of this study
indicate that there is student activity and vocabulary achievement so that social media plays
an important role in achieving student vocabulary. However, some of the students have
differences with different levels of social media activity. Most of the students with higher
social media activity were able to achieve better vocabulary than those with lower social
media activity, although there were some students with lower social media activity who could
achieve better scores than those who were very active. . These conditions indicate that social
media has a role in students' vocabulary mastery. As a researcher, | suggest that teachers
and students try to use social media as a medium for language learning.
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Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menjelaskan sejauh mana peran media sosial terhadap
penguasaan kosa kata bahasa Inggris siswa dan juga untuk mendeskripsikan peran media
sosial terhadap penguasaan kosa kata siswa terkait dengan penggunaan media sosial masing-
masing. Ini menggunakan metode studi kasus. Data yang diperlukan untuk penelitian ini
dikumpulkan dari observasi siswa dan angket. Data dikumpulkan dari observasi langsung dan
dianalisis menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif untuk mengetahui bagaimana
menjelaskan aktivitas media sosial kepada siswa. Dengan menggunakan metode ini, peneliti
dapat mengetahui rata-rata keaktifan siswa pada media sosial yang paling sering digunakan.
Observasi ini juga dilakukan untuk mengetahui antara aktivitas media sosial dan pencapaian
kosa kata siswa. Sedangkan data yang terkumpul dari hasil kuesioner kemudian dianalisis
dengan menggunakan metode data deskriptif dan metode klasifikasi aktivitas media sosial
dari Nuraini (2011). Metode ini digunakan untuk mendeskripsikan siswa berdasarkan
aktivitas media sosial mereka. Oleh karena itu, hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan adanya
aktivitas dan penguasaan kosa kata siswa sehingga media sosial berperan penting dalam
pencapaian kosa kata siswa. Namun, beberapa siswa memiliki perbedaan dengan tingkat
aktivitas media sosial yang berbeda. Sebagian besar siswa dengan aktivitas media sosial yang
lebih tinggi mampu mencapai kosa kata yang lebih baik daripada siswa dengan aktivitas
media sosial yang lebih rendah, meskipun ada beberapa siswa dengan aktivitas media sosial
yang lebih rendah yang dapat mencapai skor lebih baik daripada siswa yang sangat aktif. .
Kondisi tersebut menunjukkan bahwa media sosial memiliki peran dalam penguasaan kosa
kata siswa. Sebagai peneliti, saya menyarankan agar guru dan siswa mencoba menggunakan
media sosial sebagai media pembelajaran bahasa.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Vocabulary is the basis for mastering all English skills. Vocabulary is unity of letters into
words formed by a group of user communities. Meanwhile, according to Penny (1991: 60) in
Julita (2011), vocabulary can be defined as words taught in a foreign language. In short,
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vocabulary is unity of letters that become words taught in a foreign language. Vocabulary is a
tool used to understand and master English. Vocabulary is the main component to improve all
English skills.

However, there are also many factors in this globalization era to be able to easily increase
students' vocabulary, one of which is social media. Social media is basically a medium that is
used through various electronic devices and rechargeable devices such as mobile phones,
computers, tablets and many other ways to facilitate people while sharing their ideas with others
in an easy and systematic way. It is used mostly for communication and awareness worldwide
(Kaplan Andreas and Michael, 2010).

Social media plays a dominant role in learning English because it provides opportunities
for the students of English learners to improve their writing, reading, and the like, to read new
texts and phrases to improve their vocabulary. Social media plays an important role in developing
vocabulary skills of the students, many media applications can help and make it easier to find out
the meaning of a word or sentence. In new globalization era, social media as a communication
tool can be used in the form of advertisements and news.

Vocabulary is one of the most important aspects in mastering English because students'
ability to read and understand a subject is relatively determined by their vocabulary. VVocabulary
learning for high school students is fundamental because students' ability to learn English,
especially reading and understanding subjects is determined by vocabulary and if students have
limited vocabulary, the ability to communicate and convey their needs cannot be conveyed
properly.

Components that need to be mastered by language learners, firstly by students in learning
English, because the more vocabulary we know, the better we can convey and at least for Senior
High School students shall have 2.500 vocabularies. Alternatively, the less vocabulary we
master, the less we can mastered and learn. During COVID-19 pandemic, many students are
learning from social media, they know a lot of important information just by using their cell
phones or computers and many of them can also get to know some new vocabulary which can be
applied in their daily life. Hence, the researcher interested to find out the role of social media in
learning vocabulary.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

The researcher used a qualitative descriptive due to this research focused on the analysis
or interpretation of written material in its context. This study focused on the social media
activities of SMAN 1 Janapria students. Ary et al (2010) stated that qualitative investigators deal
with data in the form of words or pictures rather than numbers and statistics.

Data in the form of excerpts from observation and quostionnaire were used to present the
research results. In this study, the researcher used a case study designed. Stake (2013) stated
that the case study as a research method that has an important purpose in researching and
revealing the uniqueness and peculiarities of the characteristics found in the case under study,
where the case was the reason why the research was conducted. Therefore, in case study
research, it was necessary to explore in-depth information about all matters relating to the case,
whether its nature, activities, history, environmental and physical conditions, functions, and so
on. Qualitative case study is a research methodology that helps in exploration of a phenomenon
within some particular context through various data sources, and it undertakes the exploration
through variety of lenses in order to reveal multiple facets of the phenomenon (Baxter & Jack,
2008) This is done so that researcher can collect and gain an in-depth understanding of the
individuals being studied. Thus, this method was a suitable method to determine the relationship
between student activity on social media and vocabulary mastery abilities. The researcher used
a questionnaire as a tool to obtain the data. The data was in the form of qualitative data.

3. CONCLUSION
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It was showed that most of the students were active on social media although their level of
activity varies. Based on the findings, the students have positive perceptions about the use of
social media to learn English. They stated that social media provides an endless supply of
English content that allows them to keep practicing their English skills particularly listening,
expand their vocabulary, and improve their pronunciation knowledge. Alternatively, since the
students can learn English from many ways on social media, they can choose English content
they like and discover things that their teacher does not teach in the classroom. This situation
creates a stress-free language environment for students so that students feel comfortable and
motivated to learn English outside of school.
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