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 This research aims to determine the storytelling method to improve language skills in 

children. This research uses Classroom Action Research (PTK) which consists of two cycles, 

each cycle consisting of three meetings. The research design uses a spiral model according 

to Kemmis and Mc Taggart. The main collaborator is the class teacher as teacher.Based on 

the results of several studies conducted, the researcher concluded that the storytelling 

method is good for developing language skills, especially in children. Learning was made in 

two cycles, namely cycle I and cycle II, each planning was made in two meetings. The results 

of the research showed that at each meeting there was an increase in cycle I, developing 

according to expectations, 3 totaled by developing very well (BSB) 5 children up to 8 

children, namely 50%. Cycle II experienced a very good increase which reached the average 

score of 16 students who showed developing according to expectations of 4 children and 

developing very well. (BSB) 8 children so the total is 12, namely 75%. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the Minister of National Education Regulation Number 58 of 2009, it is explained 

that Kindergarten is a form of educational unit for children in the formal education pathway 

which organizes educational programs for children aged 4-6 years and functions to 

introduce rules and instill discipline in children, introduce children to to the world around 

them, foster good attitudes and behavior, develop communication and social skills, develop 

children's skills, creativity and abilities and prepare children to enter basic education. 

Furthermore, language is something that is used to communicate, to express desires, 

express emotions, and to obtain information. With this, the language development program 

in kindergarten aims to ensure that children are able to express their thoughts or feelings 

through simple language quickly, are able to communicate effectively and arouse interest 

in speaking well and correctly. Aspects of early childhood language development include 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

The National Association For Young Children (NAEYC) states that children are 

individualsWhichare in the age range between 0-8 years. Children are a group of humans 

who are in the process of growth and development. Children need to be directed towards 

balanced physical, cognitive, socio-emotional, language and creativity as the right basis for 

the formation of a complete person.1(Aris Priyanto, 2014). 

Children's education is basic education in laying the foundations of life and 

development in children. Through this education, all of the child's abilities and 

development will be stimulated effectively and optimally so that this will be useful later in 

the child's next stage of development.2(Izzati & Yulsyofriend, 2020). 

 
.  
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John Deweyexplains that "Education is the process of forming fundamental skills 

intellectually and emotionally towards nature and fellow humans".3(Dewey, 2003). 

Languageis a communication tool owned by humans, namely in the form of a system 

of sound symbols originating from the human oral speech apparatus. There are also those 

who explain that the meaning of language is the ability that humans have to communicate 

with each other using signs or symbols, for example words and body movements.4(Rahayu, 

2017). 

In levelChildren must be further improved by learning to read vocabulary one by one 

or telling stories using hand puppets. Through storytelling activities, children can learn 

while playing with hand puppets. This activity is carried out in a relaxed manner 

withoutcoercionso it becomes something fun. However, the teacher or educator must 

always guide and supervise children during storytelling activities, so that all aspects of 

development, both language and others, can develop optimally. 

The learning method for early childhood is a method/strategy applied in learning 

activities for children referring to the principles of children's education, namely playing 

while learning and always oriented towards the child's language needs. The most 

appropriate method to use for young children in developing language is the storytelling 

method. An effective storytelling method is provided so that children enjoy listening to 

stories and through the storytelling method it is easier for teachers to manage the class well. 

For this reason, it is easier for teachers to develop language skills. 

Hand puppets are a medium for learning to tell stories that suit the characteristics of 

early childhood children who are at the introductory stage. Learning to tell stories 

sometimes doesn't attract children's attention, as a result children are embarrassed and don't 

want to tell storiesfrontclass. Therefore, puppet media is needed as a tool to convey learning 

material. The use of hand puppets should be implemented in small classes, so that the 

teacher's attention can be comprehensive and children get more time to use hand puppets, 

pay attention to the use of the puppet stage, and it is best to use stories that are not too long 

and the type of story is a fable. By telling stories and using hand puppets, children will be 

more interested in learning, because with stories children will be able to increase their 

language vocabulary and develop linguistic intelligence. 

The method of telling stories using attractively made hand puppets makes it easier to 

manage the class well and requires a creative teacher, so that children are more enthusiastic 

about following the story that has been told and actively participate in appearing in front of 

the class to tell the story. The storytelling method using hand puppets is applied to children, 

an effective method for developing children's language skills. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Understanding Language 

Language is a system of symbols in the form of sounds, which are arbitrary, used by a 

speech community to collaborate, communicate and identify themselves. Language is a 

communication tool needed by every human being on earth, with language it will make it 

easier for humans to interact and socialize with other humans. One form of communication 

in interacting and socializing that is often used is talking. According to (Dhieni, 2018) there 

are 3 aspects that need to be developed in the abilities of children aged 4-5 years, namely 

vocabulary, expressions and pronunciation. 

Based on Bromley's theory, it can be concluded that the function of language for 

children is to explain desires and help interact with other people as well as a tool for 
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communicating needs, thoughts and feelings so that children are able to learn to understand 

language from other people's points of view and improve their ability to solve problems. 

 

Storytelling Method 

The storytelling method is one way of providing learning experiences for children by 

presenting stories to children orally. Therefore, teachers must fully master the story to be 

told and must have appropriate and interesting media.That storybe deliveredIt must contain 

messages, advice and information that can be captured by children, so that children can 

easily understand the story and imitate the good things contained in the content of the story. 

According to Musfiroh, he explained that telling stories is important for children for 

several reasons, namely: 

a. Storytelling gives children free scope to develop sympathy and empathy for events that 

happen to other people.5 

b. Storytelling provides a social barometer for children, what values are accepted by the 

surrounding community, such as obeying parents, giving in to younger siblings, and 

always being honest. 

c. Storytelling provides positive psychological effects for children and teachers as 

storytellers, emotional closeness as a substitute for close parental figures. 

From several expert opinions above regarding the meaning of storytelling, it can be 

concluded that storytelling is an activity that a person carries out orally or in writing to other 

peoplewith tools or without tools, which aims to provide or convey messages, information, 

or just a fairy tale packaged in the form of a story that can be listened to with enjoyment. 

1) The purpose of the storytelling method 

The storytelling method aims to entertain, train children to communicate well, 

understand the message of the story and be able to express story ideas as well as broaden 

their insight and knowledge of language widely. According to Mudini Purba, the 

objectives of the storytelling method are as follows: 

a) Encourage or stimulate. 

b) Convincing. 

c) Moving. 

d) Inform. Entertain. 

Benefits of the storytelling method 

a. This storytelling activity will help the child's personal and moral formation. 

b. Channeling children's imagination and fantasy needs through storytelling activities. 

c. Storytelling activities can improve children's linguistic intelligence. 

 

3. RESEARCH METHOD 

This research uses a type of Classroom Action Research (CAR), or CAR 

(Classroom Action Research) theory by Kemmis Robin Mc Taggar. 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

Pre Cycle 

This research was carried out in group B (5-6 years), starting with initial observations 

which were carried out on November 2024 by making observations. 

Observation activities were carried out so that researchers could find out the learning 

methods used by the teacher in the class during the learning process, the activities shown 

by the children as a form of children's response to the ongoing learning, especially in 

 
. 
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improving children's language skills through the method of telling stories using hand 

puppets. 

Based on research results, improving language skills is related to language or speaking 

skills, which can show children's expressions or social-emotional, cognitive, artistic and 

moral aspects in children. Children's language skills can be stimulated through several 

activities such as storytelling, role playing, demonstrations, conversations, questions and 

answers, singing and many others. 

 

Table 1. Research Results of Cycle I and Cycle II 

 

 

In the table above it is explained that the results of the research show that at each 

meeting there was an increase in cycle I, namely not yet developing (BB) 2 children, 

namely 12.5%, starting to develop (MB) 6 children, namely 37.5%, developing according 

to expectations (BSH) 3 children, namely 18 .75% and 5 children developed very well 

(BSB), namely 31.25%. Because it had not yet reached the criteria, it was continued in 

cycle II with the aim that children could improve their language skills to the maximum 

through storytelling activities with hand puppets. Meanwhile, cycle II experienced very 

good improvement from 16 students who indicated, not yet developing (MB) 0 children, 

namely 0%, starting to develop (MB) 4 children, namely 25%, developing according to 

expectations (BSH) 4 children, namely 25% and developing very well (BSB ) 12 children 

i.e. 75%. 

This research was conducted in two cycles. Determination of success is determined 

based on the child's language development which reaches 75% with the child's ability 

Developing According to Expectations (BSH) and Developing Very Well (BSB). The 

development of children's fine motor skills develops from cycle I to cycle II with a 

percentage value of 31.25% to 75%. Next, to see the development in this research, see 

graph 2 below. 
 

Graph 1. Language development can also be seen in the graph below 
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After taking action, the results of the research in the table above were evidence of a 

positive impact. Apart from that, from the results of this research, the researcher observed 

several changes that occurred during the activity, including; (1) Carrying out storytelling 

activities can create enthusiastic, creative and imaginative children (2) Can name the 

characters on the hand puppets, (3) Can distinguish the color of animal skin, (4) 

Understand what the teacher has said, (5) Be able to improve children's language skills 

such as asking questions and having conversations. 

Steps for Implementing Activities to Improve Children's Language Skills Through the 

Storytelling Method 

a. The teacher prepares a story according to the desired character. 

b. The teacher uses stories to explain. 

c. Then the teacher motivates the children to try. 

d. The teacher began to tell a story with the hand puppet. 

e. The teacher conducts questions and answers about the content of the story. 

f. The teacher asks the children to retell the story. 

g. The teacher chooses two or three children to come forward to retell the story that has 

just been presented in front of the class. 

h. The teacher gives children the opportunity to tell stories based on the child's 

imagination or personal experience. 

 

Benefits of Language on Child Development 

Benefits of languagein early childhood it is very influential. This is because at an early 

age, getting to know children about the world around them can make children more 

sensitive. Apart from that, children also become smarter. Not only in terms of language, 

but also in other aspects, such as motoric aspects and cognitive aspects. Here are some of 

the benefits of developing language in children: 

a. Process Words Well 

b. Expressing Words in Body Language 

c. Able to convey words in full 

d. Training Children in Giving Arguments 

e. Developing Intellectual Abilities 

 

Language Development in Children 

a. Developmental aspects of hearing (listening) 
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b. Aspects of speech development 

c. Developmental aspects of reading 

d. Aspects of writing development 

 

5. CONCLUSION   

 Learning planning to improve children's language skills through the storytelling method 

with Class B PIAUD Kecil Ceria, Pengadang Village, Central Praya District, Central 

Lombok Regency. Learning was made in two cycles, namely cycle I and cycle II, each 

planning was made in two meetings. Storytelling activities are able to improve the language 

skills of Class B PIAUD Kecil Ceria, Pengadang Village, Central Praya District, Central 

Lombok Regency. This can be seen from capable children; (1) through storytelling 

activities, children's attention increases significantly; (2) Students in storytelling activities 

can focus, teachers and researchers prepare the media well; (3) Students are able to 

understand what is conveyed by teachers and researchers; (4) Carrying out storytelling 

activities can create enthusiasm and activity in children; (5) Able to improve children's 

language skills such as body language, showing expressions (social-emotional), artistic, 

cognitive and so on. The results of the research showed that at each meeting there was an 

increase in cycle I, developing according to expectations, 3 totaled by developing very well 

(BSB) 5 children up to 8 children, namely 50%. Cycle II experienced a very good increase 

which reached the average score of 16 students who showed developing according to 

expectations of 4 children and developing very well. (BSB) 8 children add up to 12, namely 

75%. 
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