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 This research aims to explain the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian by 

STKIP Harapan Bima students. This research is of a qualitative type because the 

data described are theories and environmental conditions that will be examined 
carefully. This research uses a qualitative descriptive method to describe the 

problems studied. Data Collection Techniques To collect data, the author 

conducted field research. Field research is research that the author carries out by 

making direct observations on the objects to be studied, and then collecting data 
and information obtained from the respondents. This data and information 

collection was carried out using observation, interviews, and recording. The 

results of this research are related to the influence of slang on the use of 

Indonesian. STKIP Harapan Bima students show that the use of slang itself is not 
an expression of love for Indonesian culture and language, but rather so that we 

as social creatures who cannot be separated from each other do not experience 

confusion or misinterpretation of the language used or spoken by another person 

or social group. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Slang can be said to be certain codes that only a handful of people understand. This 

slang gives rise to new terms. The emergence of these new terms is due to modifications of 

the Indonesian language which have meanings that can be different from the original 

meaning of the Indonesian language. However, because they use slang too often, people 

who are not in that group will observe their language. Those who are not members of the 

group will eventually understand the language they use because they often hear that 

language [1]. Slang is generally used as a means of communication among groups of 

teenagers during a certain period [2]. This is because teenagers have their own language in 

expressing themselves. Teenagers need communication facilities to convey things that are 

considered closed to other age groups or so that other parties cannot know what they are 

talking about. The use of slang is not only used by teenagers, it is not uncommon for 

educated people to use this slang, both in spoken and written form, both in formal and non-

formal times, resulting in the use of language being bad and incorrect [3]. 

Slang is a language style that is formed from the development or modification of 

various languages, which can be languages that are popularly used by the general public, 

so that slang does not have a definite linguistic style structure [4]. Most of the words in 

slang are translations, abbreviations or puns. However, sometimes strange words are 

created whose origins are difficult to trace. The sentences used are usually single sentences. 

Elliptical forms are also widely used to compose shorter sentences, so incomplete sentences 

are often found. With a short structure, the expression of meaning is faster, which often 

makes it difficult for listeners who are not native Indonesian speakers to understand it. As 

time progresses, the use of Indonesian in everyday life begins to shift to be replaced by the 

use of other languages besides Indonesian, such as foreign languages and other slang [5]. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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People think that if they don't understand the language, it means that society is not up to 

date. These other languages are increasingly prevalent among society, and it is not 

uncommon for many educated people to use these other languages, both in spoken and 

written form, both in formal and non-formal times, resulting in the use of Indonesian being 

bad and incorrect. In this day and age, generation Z, especially students, cannot be separated 

from the use of slang, they even use slang more than Indonesian [6]. To avoid inappropriate 

use of slang, we should be able to instill in ourselves a love of Indonesian as the national 

language. Along with the emergence of slang in society, the use of Indonesian as a unified 

language remains strengthened and is not degraded by the presence of this slang. As the 

current era develops, the Indonesian language is experiencing changes little by little, not 

only in terms of increasingly sophisticated communication tools, but there are various 

influences in terms of language [7]. The proper and correct use of Indonesian is often 

forgotten. The language is starting to be replaced by slang which is commonly used among 

students. This difference in the quality of language skills will have an impact on optimal 

communication goals and there will be many shifts in pronunciation and writing towards 

Indonesian in accordance with EYD. The development and various influences of 

globalization are increasingly spreading [8]. Not only in terms of increasingly sophisticated 

communication tools, but there are various influences in terms of language. This difference 

in the quality of language skills will have an impact on achieving optimal communication 

goals. Slang is used to convey things that are considered closed to the group of teenagers 

being discussed [9]. This slang term emerged in the late 1980s; at that time, it was known 

as the language of street children. Slang is generally used as a means of communication 

among a group of teenagers during their daily lives. It's not surprising that we often hear 

this slang among children today, namely the millennial era. We will even often encounter 

mention of this slang not only in person but also on social media such as TikTok, Instagram, 

YouTube, Twitter, etc. Indonesia, as a country with cultural and linguistic diversity, 

provides wide space for the development of slang [10]. Slang is not just an alternative form 

of communication, but also a reflection of the richness and social dynamics inherent in 

society. In this context, the use of slang by teenagers is an interesting aspect to explore 

further. Like the current phenomenon, slang has become something normal and is often 

used in everyday conversations in social circles. 

The cultural, racial and ethnic diversity of UPN "Veteran" East Java students has given 

rise to a diversity of student communication styles, moreover technological advances and 

influences from various aspects have given rise to various new languages that are popular 

among students. often called slang [11]. Some slang that is often used among students or 

generation Z (Gen Z) such as Santuy, Bucin, FYI, Mantul, Sabi, etc. This language is 

popular among the wider community and is used as a language of daily communication. 

These languages are quickly becoming popular along with developments in technology and 

social media. In line with the times, the influence that slang has on the good and correct 

use of Indonesian in the use of its language structure is increasingly visible [12]. The use 

of slang among teenagers has a negative influence on the development of Indonesian as a 

national identity. Currently, many people use slang in their daily lives. As if they don't 

understand that Indonesian is the national language. Even the use of slang has spread to 

teenagers. As Indonesian citizens, you should avoid using slang which is widely used in 

society. The use of slang by society greatly influences the development of Indonesian as a 

national identity [13]. This can be seen over time, especially in Indonesia. Even though 

slang has been around for a long time, the way people say it is different. Slang was 

previously referred to as prokem language, and its popularity increased around the 1980s. 

Slang was originally used by certain groups. It is only used by certain groups because the 

initial purpose of this language was so that only members of that group knew its meaning. 
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Each group produces unique slang. so that individuals who do not belong to these groups 

do not understand the language they use to communicate. The use of slang as a common 

language among teenagers has contributed to the decline of slang because it is easy to 

communicate and only a few people understand its meaning [14]. In this way, Indonesian 

is increasingly losing its art among teenagers and is even considered outdated, contributing 

to the decline in language skills. PThe use of slang can cause a potential decrease in 

understanding and appreciation of the richness of the Indonesian language [15]. In general, 

the use of slang is done to facilitate and speed up communication from a group. Students 

tend to be more accustomed to colloquial language than formal language, which can reduce 

their ability to use Indonesian well and correctly in academic and professional contexts. In 

addition, the use of slang can also create a gap in understanding and communication 

between the younger generation who are used to slang and the older generation who prefer 

the use of formal language. Slang is a secret language of a social group, so it is often not 

understood by other communities, the purpose of creating this language is to disguise the 

meaning so that it is not known by others [16]. Teenagers are able to create and produce 

new slang vocabulary that has never existed before. on the other hand, teenagers are a 

product of slang, which means that slang can form or produce modern and unique 

teenagers, slang is generally used as a means of communication between teenagers and 

groups during certain centuries. 

From the results of observations made by researchers, it is clear that the use of 

language used by STKIP Harapan Bima students, especially in terms of the use of slang in 

daily conversations. Because the use of slang itself is not an expression of a lack of love 

for Indonesian culture and language, but rather so that we as social creatures who cannot 

be separated from each other do not experience confusion or misinterpretation of the 

language used or spoken by other people. Or social group. The aim of this research is to 

explain the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian by STKIP Harapan Bima students. 

In daily conversations on the STKIP Harapan Bima campus. 

Research regarding the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian has been widely 

studied. Research on the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian was carried out by 

previous researchers with the title "The influence of slang on the use of Indonesian among 

Gen Z" [17]. The results of the research, namely the results of the study, showed that the 

use of slang had no significant effect on the participants' ability to use Indonesian words 

accurately. This highlights that even though Gen Z generally adheres to slang culture, 

Indonesian is still considered important in the context of communication. Therefore, 

ongoing efforts are needed to encourage the use of the official Indonesian language in 

various communication situations. A follow-up study examined the impact of slang use on 

generation z's interpersonal and professional communications, and highlighted that 

although slang has an interesting cultural influence, awareness of formal language use 

remains relevant. "The influence of slang on the use of Indonesian among Indonesian junior 

high school students in Palangkaraya in 2020" [18]. This research aims to describe: 1) the 

use of slang vocabulary, 2) the use of slang phrases, 3) the influence of the use of slang. 

This research was conducted in the first semester of the 2019/2020 academic year with 18 

students in class VII and VIII of SMP Nusantara Palangkaraya as research subjects. Data 

collection techniques were carried out using questionnaires and direct observation. The 

results of the research show: 1) students use more slang vocabulary to communicate with 

their peers, 2) students sometimes use slang phrases, 3) There is a positive influence on the 

use of slang. "The influence of slang on the existence of the Indonesian language: a case 

study of Makassar Muhammadiyah University students" [19]. The results of this research 

were designed to identify the level of understanding and use of slang and to describe the 

complexity of the dynamics between the use of slang and the maintenance of Indonesian. 
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This research contributes to our understanding of how the slang phenomenon influences 

the existence of Indonesian in the tertiary environment, especially at Muhammadiyah 

University of Makassar. "The influence of slang on the preservation of Indonesian among 

teenagers" [20]. Research shows that there are many different ways to express yourself, 

from the way you live your life to the language you use. Maybe many people feel cheated 

if they use accurate and up-to-date Indonesian. As a result, language is a major source of 

pride for the nation. As a generation of the nation, we must be able to communicate with 

other countries in Indonesia as a form of pento-paper diplomacy. Using a language that is 

not your mother tongue is a common occurrence in the local environment, and ironically, 

this is seen as a sign of progress. One of the main causes of difficulty in using Indonesian 

is the influence of other languages or modernization. This is a common occurrence among 

Roman Catholics throughout the country. Standard Indonesian has been caused by the 

development of slang. They would forget to speak Indonesian when they were discussing 

official matters, even though they were used to speaking in Gaul. Therefore, all parties 

interested in using Indonesian properly and correctly need to pay attention to this situation. 

Among other things, we can convey to the Indonesian people, especially the descendants 

of the Next Generation, that Indonesian is the national language and must be spoken. "The 

influence of slang on the communication of Diponegoro University vocational school 

students on WhatsApp social media" [21]. The research results show that slang can 

facilitate communication between students, besides that slang also requires media to spread 

it. The existence of slang is unavoidable because it is considered flexible and more 

comfortable to use in daily activities. 

From the various studies described above, this research has differences with this 

research, namely that this research examines the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian 

at STKIP Harapan Bima students, the problem is the driving force for further research 

regarding the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian. STKIP student Harapan Bima. 

Based on the previous research described above, no research could be found that examined 

the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian at STKIP Harapan Bima students. The 

problem that will be examined in this research is the influence of slang on the use of 

Indonesian at STKIP Harapan Bima students. Based on these problems, the aim of this 

research is to describe the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian at STKIP Harapan 

Bima students.  

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD  

This type of research is qualitative. This research is of a qualitative type because the 

data described are theories and the environmental conditions that will be studied [22]. The 

goal of this research is to gain a better understanding of the theories, concepts, and 

approaches relevant to our research questions. By using this method, researchers can not 

only compare and evaluate different perspectives, but researchers can also gain a better 

understanding of the method. This research uses a qualitative descriptive method to 

describe the problems studied.  

Data collection techniques To collect data, the author conducted field research. Field 

research is research that the author carries out by making direct observations on the objects 

to be studied, then collecting data and information obtained from the respondents. This data 

and information collection was carried out by means of observation, interviews and 

recording. The data collection technique was carried out in two ways, namely interviews 

and documentation analysis, through interviews with respondents, namely by means of a 

communication process to ask several questions in the hope of getting the expected research 

results from the answers given by respondents, secondly, Document Analysis was used for 

the purpose of making it easier for writers to overall description of the various opinions of 
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the respondents [23]. The observations carried out were direct observations, namely by 

observing directly to see closely the activities and interactions carried out by STKIP 

Harapan Bima students in their daily lives. This observation was also carried out to obtain 

information about the factors that influence the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian 

at STKIP Harapan Bima students. By observing, we can get a picture of the STKIP Harapan 

Bima students. An interview is a conversation with a specific purpose. It is through 

interviews that researchers can collect data, information and a framework of information 

from research subjects. The interview technique used was a guided interview, meaning that 

the questions asked were based on a list of questions that had been previously prepared by 

the author. Interviews were conducted with several active STKIP Harapan Bima students, 

at different semester levels, in the realm of the STKIP Harapan Bima campus environment. 

To document data related to the factors that influence the influence of slang on the use of 

Indonesian at STKIP Harapan Bima students, the author recorded it. Data analysis 

techniques are the process of processing data into information. Data analysis in this 

literature research was carried out through several steps, starting with categorization, where 

the literature that had been reviewed was grouped into relevant categories, such as 

sociolinguistic theory, language dynamics among adolescents, and the influence of 

globalization on language [24]. When conducting research, researchers need to analyze the 

data so that the data obtained can be understood easily. Data analysis is also needed so that 

researchers can find solutions to problems in the research being carried out. So the 

technique used by the author is based on qualitative descriptive methods. 

 

3. RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Language is the ability that humans have to interact and socialize with other humans 

using signs, for example with words or movements. Apart from being an official language, 

Indonesian is a language of pride and is the language of the unity of the citizens of the 

Indonesian homeland. Indonesian is very interesting if studied in more depth because it 

turns out to have various interesting facts that not many people know. 

 

3.1 Research result 

Table 1. Slang Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 

Slang 

Meaning Information 

 

Jager 

 

Sister 

 

Shows a change in the meaning of 

words from Indonesian 

 

Overacting 

 

Too excessive 

 

There is an abbreviation of the 

meaning of Indonesian 

 

You are 

 

Cool 

Shows a condition and condition of a 

business that can be achieved 

 

Ambyar 

 

Not controlled 

anymore 

It is a change in the meaning of an 

Indonesian word which refers to a 

person's condition that can no longer 

be regulated or controlled 
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Anjay 

 

Reveal something 

 

Namely, it is a cool expression in 

praising something 

 

Crush 

 

Someone you like 

It is an expression that refers to 

someone who is admired or liked 

 

Julid 

 

Envious of others 

It is a word that can show a person's 

attitude which refers to a negative 

context 

 

Mouth 

 

A lot of matches 

 

Indicates a situation when someone 

talks too much 

 

Gabut 

 

Blind salary 

Shows a condition where someone is 

not having any activities or a 

particular activity wherever they are 

 

Bestie 

 

Best friend 

It is an abbreviation of the English 

word "best friend" which means 

close friend 

 

 

Hang out 

 

 

Join in 

Being in a situation of need that can 

make someone ride a vehicle, entrust 

something, pay for something, eat 

and the like 

 

real 

 

Move fast 

This means when someone is 

responsive or conscious in doing 

something 

 

Salting 

 

Misbehavior 

This means when someone feels 

awkward, nervous or embarrassed in 

their behavior 

 

Baper 

 

Bring feelings 

Shows the attitude of someone who 

is carried away by their feelings in 

inappropriate circumstances and 

conditions 

 

Gemoy 

 

Cute 

Describe something that can invite 

excited or funny feelings in a positive 

situation 

 

Range 

 

Failed to move on 

Intended or used to refer to someone 

who has not been able to forget a 

relationship with a previous partner 

 

Gas 

 

Come 

on/Continue/Continue 

Which can refer to accepting an 

invitation 
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Santuy 

 

 

Relax 

Which is usually used to describe or 

reflect a situation where someone 

feels they can still enjoy happiness 

even in the most difficult 

circumstances 

 

Emotions 

 

Emotions 

It is a form of affirmation of the word 

emotion, namely by inserting the 

letter s at the beginning of the word. 

 

Lesgow 

 

Let’s go 

It is an abbreviated form of an 

English sentence, and is a form of 

invitation which means Come here or 

come on 

 

3.2 Discussion 

From the results of data analysis in table 1 above, it shows that there are positive 

and negative impacts in the influence of slang on the use of Indonesian. 

Positive impact of the use of slang from the research results in the discussion, there 

is a positive impact of the influence of the use of slang on the use of Indonesian at 

STKIP Harapan Bima students. This can lead students to be more innovative and 

creative in using language that is easier to remember and easier to pronounce. The 

emergence of slang also facilitates communication between the speaker and the 

interlocutor. Regardless of whether this slang can be annoying or not, it is also not 

wrong if we want to enjoy every language change or innovation that emerges with the 

aim that slang can be used in the right situations and conditions. 

Negative impacts of using slang In this research, there is also a negative side that 

can be obtained from using slang, namely that it can undermine the use of Indonesian 

in life, both among students and society in general. The existence of slang will make it 

difficult to speak good and correct Indonesian. The use of good and correct Indonesian 

is required in the campus environment and community environment, namely as a 

representative of the students themselves. Slang itself can annoy users and listeners 

because there are still many people who do not have the same understanding of slang. 

 

3.3 The Influence of Slang on the Use of Indonesian at STKIP Harapan Bima Students 

In general, Indonesian is a language that can unite people from various regional 

languages and in today's society there is very little use of Indonesian to implement it in 

everyday life. This is also one of the factors causing the erosion of values. the validity 

of the Indonesian language itself. Especially among students nowadays, they are more 

dominant in using slang, both in higher education and outside, if students generally use 

slang more dominantly, that doesn't mean they don't love Indonesian itself, but there is 

a special place and time for using scientific language or Indonesian. itself. The 

emergence of slang is now also seen as a source of errors in good and correct language, 

but among students today the emergence of slang is one of the reasons to facilitate 

interaction and expand communication both at the student level and among society in 

general. Slang is used in various contexts among students, especially in informal and 

everyday situations [25]. On social media, WhatsApp, Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok, 

and Facebook are the main media for the use and spread of slang. Oral communication. 
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In daily conversations on campus, canteens and hangout places. Text message. In 

private or group chats, students often use slang to communicate with friends. The 

development of slang among students today is increasingly influential and growing due 

to its frequent use in interacting both with lecturers and fellow students. As a student 

who certainly has a potential influence and role in the valid values of the Indonesian 

language, it is necessary to learn and use slang with positive goals that can be 

implemented in the world of education and in social life in society in general. 

 

4. CONCLUSION  

From the research conducted by the author regarding "The influence of slang on the use 

of Indonesian at STKIP Harapan Bima Students" it can be concluded by the author that in 

this day and age, generation Z, especially among students, cannot be separated from the 

use of slang, and even use the language more slang rather than using Indonesian. Then, to 

avoid inappropriate use of slang, we should be able to instill in ourselves a love of 

Indonesian as the national language. Along with the emergence of slang in society, the use 

of Indonesian as a unified language remains strengthened and is not degraded by the 

presence of this slang. Because slang also has impacted that lead to both positive and 

negative sides, and in order to maintain the value of the Indonesian language, it is still 

considered important in the context of communication. Therefore, ongoing efforts are 

needed to encourage the use of the official Indonesian language in various communication 

situations.  
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