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1. INTRODUCTION

In education, the learning system implemented in schools plays an important role in
influencing student learning outcomes. Student learning outcomes are not only measured
in terms of the knowledge gained, but also in terms of students' skills, attitudes and abilities
in dealing with everyday life problems. One of the factors that influences learning outcomes
is the learning system implemented. The learning system includes various elements, such
as the teaching methods used by teachers, the use of media and technology in learning,
classroom management, and interactions between teachers and students.

An effective and efficient learning system is expected to improve students'
understanding and skills, which in the end will have a direct effect on student learning
outcomes. Learning outcomes are the achievements obtained by students after following
the learning process, which includes cognitive (knowledge), affective (values and
attitudes), and psychomotor (skills) aspects. Therefore, the quality of the learning system
greatly influences student learning outcomes, both in the form of academic grades and the
development of other competencies. A good learning system can increase student
motivation and involvement in the learning process, facilitate good understanding of the
material, and develop critical and creative skills.

In an effort to improve the quality of education in Indonesia, the government through
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology (Kemdikbudristek) launched
the Merdeka Curriculum in 2022. This curriculum is an approach that gives educators and
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students the freedom to adapt learning to their individual needs and characteristics. -each.
The Merdeka Curriculum prioritizes the principles of freedom to learn, holistic
development of student potential, as well as an emphasis on project-based learning and
strengthening basic competencies. This curriculum is designed to provide freedom and
flexibility for students in choosing material that suits their interests and talents. This is
expected to increase student involvement and motivation in the learning process, as well as
produce graduates who are better prepared to face various challenges.

The Merdeka Curriculum is present as a response to various challenges and
shortcomings found in the previous curriculum, especially the 2013 Curriculum. Several
main points to be considered in this transition are:

1. High Learning Load: The previous curriculum was often considered too dense and
burdened students with a lot of material and assignments. This can reduce interest in
learning and cause stress in students.

2. Lack of Flexibility: The previous curriculum tended to be rigid and did not provide
enough space for teachers to be creative in the learning process. As a result, learning
becomes less interesting and does not suit the needs of diverse students.

3. Less Student-Centered: Assessment focuses more on the end result rather than the
learning process. This makes students tend to memorize material without understanding
in-depth concepts.

4. Lack of Relevance: The material taught is often considered less relevant to current
developments and the needs of the world of work.

5. Too Many Tests: Having too many tests and exams makes students feel stressed and
reduces time that could be spent on deeper learning.

The main difference between the 2013 Curriculum and the Merdeka Curriculum lies in
the more flexible and autonomous approach in the Merdeka Curriculum, which provides
more space for teachers and schools to develop learning that suits students' needs and
characteristics. This curriculum change aims to overcome existing weaknesses in K-13
implementation and respond to the development of educational needs that are more adaptive
and relevant in the future.

Problem Formulation

a. Are there differences in student learning outcomes before and after the implementation
of the Merdeka Curriculum?

b. What are the factors that influence the successful implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum in improving student learning outcomes?

c. To what extent does the Merdeka Curriculum increase student motivation and
involvement in the learning process?

Writing purpose

The purpose of writing this research is to analyze the effect of implementing the
Merdeka Curriculum learning system on student learning outcomes, both in terms of
increasing academic abilities, learning motivation, and critical and creative thinking skills.
This research aims to explore how the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum can
influence student academic achievement, as well as the factors that support or hinder the
successful implementation of the curriculum. Apart from that, this research also aims to
identify student and teacher perceptions regarding the effectiveness of this learning system
in creating a more relevant and enjoyable learning experience, as well as to provide
recommendations for more optimal learning development in the future.
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Scope

The scope of influence of the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum on student
learning achievement in Indonesia covers various aspects, starting from teaching methods,
student involvement, to support from the school and community. The Merdeka Curriculum,
introduced by the government, aims to provide freedom in the learning process, allowing
teachers to innovate and adapt teaching materials to students' needs. This research can show
that implementing a Merdeka Curriculum can improve the quality of education by providing
a more flexible and responsive approach to student characteristics.

However, the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum also faces challenges, such
as a lack of socialization and adequate support for teachers in understanding and
implementing this curriculum. Without sufficient training, teachers may have difficulty
implementing learning methods that are in accordance with the principles of the Merdeka
Curriculum, which can result in low achievement. student learning. Therefore, it is important
for schools to provide technical guidance and the necessary resources so that teachers can
implement the curriculum effectively.

Overall, the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum has great potential to improve
student learning achievement in Indonesia, as long as it is balanced with adequate training
for teachers, support from parents, and community involvement. With the right approach,
the Merdeka Curriculum can be a step forward in creating higher quality education that is
relevant to the needs of the times

2. RESEARCH METHOD

The research method used is research using qualitative descriptive methods. The school
used as a source was MTsN 1 Kotim. The researchers used teachers and students at MTsN
as subjects in this research. Researchers get answers from conducting interviews with
subjects. There were 6 subjects interviewed, including 2 teachers and 4 students. These
answers will later be used to gather information about the influence of the Merdeka
curriculum on teaching and learning activities at the school. By conducting these
interviews, researchers received answers from teachers and students directly. These
answers are very useful for researchers because they are concrete facts that will help in
processing data results regarding the influence of the Merdeka Curriculum in the school.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Researchers use several indicators which will be used as references in collecting data
and writing this article. The indicators are: How do teachers understand the Merdeka
curriculum, how do teachers implement the Merdeka curriculum, does the Merdeka
Curriculum have an influence on student learning outcomes, as well as the obstacles that
exist in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum system for teachers and students. From the
interviews that researchers conducted at school, the following is a further explanation
regarding the results of the answers from the subjects:

1. The Influence of the Merdeka Curriculum for Teachers
From the interviews that researchers have conducted, from a teacher's point of view,
student participation and involvement in the learning process when using the Merdeka
Curriculum has increased, students are more enthusiastic to take part in learning when
using the Merdeka Curriculum. This also requires teachers to be able to create more
enjoyable learning methods so that students can play a more active role and be
enthusiastic in learning. In this Merdeka Curriculum, students can also freely explore
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their interests and talents so that students can learn more easily. However, for a teacher,
there are still main challenges that must be faced, namely when there are students who
are less active and have limitations in understanding some material. This can be handled
by the teacher by explaining again while continuing to provide encouragement so that
students can successfully understand the material. A teacher can implement the Merdeka
Curriculum in daily learning by first understanding the principles in the Merdeka
Curriculum. If you understand these principles, then making learning more fun and
interactive is not a difficult thing for a teacher.

2. The Influence of the Merdeka Curriculum for Students

From interviews conducted by researchers, students answered that the Merdeka
Curriculum had a positive impact on them. This can be seen from the students' scores
which increased when the Merdeka Curriculum began to be implemented. In this
Merdeka Curriculum, students can be freer to explore themselves, their interests and
talents, as well as the freedom to think critically. Most students experience an increase
in their learning outcomes because there are so many learning media that can be used,
such as cellphones, books, computers, etc. Merdeka Curriculum learning is also more
flexible because students can focus on their interests and abilities. With the Merdeka
Curriculum, students can have more freedom to process their interests and talents as well
as character development.

However, there were several students who answered that some of them were still
having difficulty adapting to the changes that occurred between K13 and the Merdeka
Curriculum. Students also feel burdened if there are a lot of presentation assignments,
group assignments and P5 project assignments. This should be an input for teachers not
to impose too much homework and group assignments on students. Differences in
interests and abilities also become obstacles for students to complete their assignments.
And limited resources in schools such as books or learning support facilities are also one
of the causes of students experiencing difficulties in learning at school.

This matter should can be used as an evaluation by the school, especially teachers,
so that they can improve and improve the quality of their learning. If the quality of
learning is good, then students will be happier and can experience an increase in their
learning achievement at school.

3. CONCLUSION

The Merdeka Curriculum implemented in Indonesia aims to provide learning freedom
to students and teachers through a more flexible and student-centered approach. This
curriculum is designed to improve learning outcomes by prioritizing students' interests,
talents and holistic potential development through project-based learning methods.

The research results show that the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum has a
positive impact, such as increasing student engagement, learning motivation, and academic
results. Teachers are also required to be more creative and innovative in delivering material.
However, challenges still exist, such as lack of resources, adaptation difficulties for some
students, and high workloads.

Overall, the Merdeka Curriculum has great potential to improve the quality of
education in Indonesia, as long as it is supported by adequate training for teachers,
provision of supporting facilities, and ongoing evaluation to resolve existing obstacles.
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