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Abstract
Narrative is a type of discourse that aims to clearly describe to the reader an event that occured at a given time. To write
a narrative is to recount an event or fact that occured at a given time, using written language. Such storytelling activity
can help improve literacy. Literacy refers to an individual's capacity to comprehend and interpret information via reading
and writing tasks. Students possessing proficient reading and writing abilities will find it easier to understand and
articulate their thoughts. This study aimed to ascertain the correlation between storytelling skills and literacy among
second-grade primary school pupils in Surakarta. This study employed a quantitative research methodology with a cross-
sectional design and included one test. Data were gathered through story and literacy assessment sheets. The sample was
acquired by quota sampling methods, comprising 50 individuals. The data analysis employed the parametric Shapiro-
Wilk statistical and Spearman's Rank correlation tests. According to the data analysis findings utilizing Spearman's rank,
the p-value (Sig.) is 0.002, indicating that p<0.05; thus, we may conclude that a significant link exists between storytelling
skill and literacy. A correlation exists between narrative proficiency and literacy among second-grade elementary

students in Surakarta.
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INTRODUCTION

Children are individuals who experience
a very rapid growth and development process. It
is considered the basis of child development and
has a range and determination at this stage of
development (Rahmi et al., 2021). Children's
language development will develop from
elementary school to adolescence. Although
children sometimes face difficulties and show
errors in grammar, but they can correct them,
because they understand the language (Khaulani
et al., 2020). Language, which is in the form of
sound symbols created by human speech organs,
is considered the best way to convey thoughts
and feelings. Somebody Those who are
proficient in language will easily absorb and
convey information both orally and in writing
(Masitoh, 2019).

School-age children are children aged six
to twelve years, or middle childhood, who
generally do not have mature thinking abilities.
Because the cognitive development of children in
elementary school is still at the maturity stage of
thinking, they still have difficulty distinguishing
between good and bad things (Fitria et al., 2021).
Writing a narrative is telling an event or incident
that occurred at a certain time using written
language. Narrative is a type of discourse that
aims to clearly describe to the reader an event
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that has occurred at a certain time (Saputra et al.,
2023).

Literacy is a person's ability to read and
write, as well as process and understand data.
Literacy allows someone to use their experience
and knowledge (Oktariani et al., 2020). Writing
means conveying students' ideas in writing, such
as essays, poetry, and so on. Writing is very
important for education and for students
themselves because writing can help students
think critically (Putri, 2016). Reading and
writing literacy is very important for education.
In education, the ability to read and write is very
important because it helps us understand, process
and convey information correctly. Students who
are proficient in reading and writing will find it
easier to understand and express their thoughts
(Permanasari, 2023).

The global literacy rate stands at 86.3%,
with the male rate at 90% and the female rate at
82.7%, according to the World Population

Review. However, there are significant
differences between developed and developing
countries. The literacy rate in developed

countries reaches 96 percent or more, while the
average in developing countries is less than 96
percent (Mufrida, 2024). However, surveys show
that Indonesia’s literacy level is lower compared
to other countries around the world. The 2022
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PISA results show an increase of five positions
in Indonesia's reading literacy compared to 2018.
As a result, the score has fallen, and of the 81
countries recorded, Indonesia remains in the
eleventh lowest ranking (Mujib, 2023).

METHOD

Quantitative research is a type of research
that examines a particular population or sample
using quantitative instruments (Sugiyono, 2023).
In this research, population is a generalized area
consisting of objects that have certain qualities
and characteristics determined by the researcher.
Because cross-sectional designs have three
characteristics, namely time dimensions,
differences, and group selection based on
differences, cross-sectional designs are only used
to measure differences between various
individuals, subjects, or phenomena rather than
processes of change (Nurdin et al., 2019). This
study used 102 individuals from the total
population. For this research, the Slovin formula
was used to calculate the sample. The results
show that the sample used for this research was
fifty second grade students at elementary schools
in Surakarta.

The sampling technique in this research is
sampling quota. The quota sampling technique
takes population samples with certain
characteristics up to the desired number
(Sugiyono, 2023). The inclusion and exclusion
criteria for the sample group in this study are:

a. The inclusion criteria in this research were
attending an elementary school in Surakarta,
the child was in grade 2 of elementary
school.

b. The exclusion criteria in this study were that
children were unable to attend the test.

This research was implemented in 2 sub-
districts in Surakarta, namely Jebres District and
Laweyan District. The schools for research are
located at SD Negeri Mojosongo 1 and SD
Negeri Mangkubumen Lor No.15. This research
was conducted in the period from May 2024 to
December 2024. The research instruments
required for data collection are divided into two,
namely narrative and literacy skills.

This narrative ability consists of 10 pictorial
questions, respondents are asked to understand a
picture and commands first and then create a
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story from the picture. Each question has a score
of 3, 2, and 1. Respondents are given a score of
3 if the answer is clear and detailed, shows
understanding and is full of expression (score
101-150), a score of 2 is given if the answer is
quite good, but there are some details missing or
less descriptive (score 51-100), and given a
score of 1 if the answer is still less structured and
needs more detail or clarification (score 0-50).
Researchers tested this instrument on 10
respondents at SD Negeri Cengklik Surakarta on
November 28 2024. This instrument has been
tested for validity and reliability, measuring the
validity value using a correlation test. Measuring
the reliability value using the Cronbach's Alpha
test obtained a value of 0.973.

This literacy skill consists of reading and 25
questions, respondents are asked to read first
then answer several questions. Each question
has a score of 3, 2, and 1. Respondents are given
a score of 3 if they are able to answer 17-25
questions correctly, they are given a score of 2 if
they are able to answer 9-16 questions correctly,
and they are given a score of 1 if they are able to
answer 0- 8 questions. This instrument has been
tested for validity and reliability. Validity value
measurement uses the correlation test.
Measuring the reliability value uses a test Alpha
Cronbach obtained a value of 0.906.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Results
Based on the results of samples that have

been tested with a total of 50 samples from
Mojosongo 1 State Elementary School and
Mangkubumen Lor State Elementary School
No.15. Data has been obtained in the form of
respondents’ characteristics according to
gender, age, narrative ability and literacy.

Table 1. Gender Frequency Distribution

Gender Frequency Presentati
on
Man 22 44
Woman 28 56
Total 50 100

Source: SPSS data

Based on Table 1, it can be seen that boys
are 22 of the respondents (44%) and girls are 28
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of the respondents (56%). Therefore, there are
more girls than boys.

Table 2. Age Frequency Distribution

Age Frequenc  Presentation
y
7 12 24
8 38 76
Total 50 100

Source: SPSS data

Based on Table 2, it can be seen that the
number of children aged 7 years was 12
respondents (24%) and students aged 8 years
were 38 respondents (76%). So, it can be
concluded that there are more respondents aged
8 years than those aged 7 years.

Table 3. Description of Narrative Ability
Results

Score  Category Frequenc Presentati
y on
0-50 Not 2 4
enough
51-100  Enough 13 26
101-150 Good 35 70
Total 50 100

Source: SPSS data

Based on Table 4.3, it can be seen that the
number of children who got poor grades was 2
respondents (4%), 13 respondents (26%) who got
good grades and 35 respondents (70%) who got
good grades. So, it can be concluded that the
narrative abilities of grade 2 elementary school
children in Surakarta are good.

Table 4. Description of Literacy Results

Score Categor Frequenc Presentati
y y on
0-8 Not 1 2
enough
9-16 Enough 21 42
17-25 Good 28 56
Total 50 100

Source: SPSS data

Based on Table 4.4, it can be seen that the
number of children who got poor grades was 1
respondent (2%), 21 respondents (42%) who got
good grades and 28 respondents (56%) who got
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good grades. So, it can be concluded that the
literacy of grade 2 elementary school children in
Surakarta is good.

2. Discussion

This research used two research locations,
namely SD Negeri Mojosongo 1 and SD
Negeri Mangkubumen Lor No.15. The sample
used in this research was grade 2 elementary
school children with a total of 50 respondents.
The independent variable in this research is
narrative ability and the dependent variable in
this research is literacy. The variables in this
study are on an ordinal scale. The hypothesis
test in this research is Test Shapiro-Wilk to
determine whether the data is normal or not,
then use Test Spearman’s Rank to determine
the relationship between narrative ability and
literacy.

The aim of this research is to find out how
the narrative abilities of children in the second
grade of elementary schools in Surakarta are
related to literacy. Each respondent in this
study is a child who is currently in the second
grade of elementary school. Children aged 0—
12 years who attend early childhood and basic
education. Currently, children are different
and unique individuals, with unique
characteristics appropriate to their age (Rahmi
etal., 2021). The analysis used in this research
IS descriptive, univariate and bivariate
analysis.

Based on descriptive analysis, the
respondents in this study were 50 children.
This research describes the characteristics of
respondents which include gender and age of
the child. It is known that the number of male
children is 22 children (44%) and the number
of female children is 28 children (56%). It is
known that the number of children aged 7
years is 12 children (24%) and the number of
children aged 8 years is 38 children (76%).

In other research it is explained that gender
differences often occur in narrative contexts,
where women tend to tell stories more often
and do so in more detail than men. When
asked to recount memories, this difference
becomes especially clear, with women telling
stories in more detail and emotion than men
(Fivush & Grysman, 2022). This can also be
seen in the context of reading books to
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children, where mothers are usually the
figures who play the most important role. This
view is reinforced by the perception of boys
who consider reading to be a "feminine"
activity and less in accordance with a
"masculine” code of ethics considering that
the role of reading is generally associated with
women (Ritonga & Sutapa, 2021). Based on
these findings, it can be concluded that gender
is a factor that influences narrative and
literacy abilities, both through differences in
storytelling and views on literacy activities.

According to other research, vocabulary
mastery, oral narrative abilities, and early
literacy abilities before school entry age are
significantly  correlated with children's
reading comprehension after the age of 19
months to 10-16 years. This shows that
literacy education at an early age has a long-
term effect on children's reading
comprehension, vocabulary mastery, and their
literacy in the future (Karima & Kurniawati,
2020). Early childhood literacy development
requires reading and writing instruction that is
adapted to the child's age and developmental
stage to support this development. This
approach is carried out gradually without
applying excessive pressure, so that children
believe that they are able to learn to read
literacy and write narratives according to their
abilities (Parapat et al., 2023). Based on
findings from previous research, age is one of
the factors that influences narrative and
literacy abilities, especially in building a solid
literacy foundation for future development.
According to the univariate analysis of
narrative ability variables carried out, it was
found that 35 children (70%) received a good
score, 13 children (26%), and 2 children (4%)
received poor scores. This shows that the
narrative abilities of grade 2 elementary
school children in Surakarta are in the good
category.

According to Ramadhan & Indihadi
(2020), narrative is a type of writing that aims
to tell, narrate and sequence human actions in
a story that is arranged chronologically or
takes place at one time. Although children
usually have good narrative skills, they often
have difficulty conveying ideas logically and
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systematically using good and correct
Indonesian. (Nafi'ah, 2023). These difficulties
can affect reading comprehension, which
depends on the ability to comprehend
narrative discourse and other early language
skills. Previous research shows that teaching
narrative  skills directly can improve
comprehension as well as production of oral
narratives, which in turn has a positive impact
on reading comprehension (Kahveci &
Guneyli, 2020). Thus, narrative is one of the
language skills that is very important for
children to master, because through
storytelling activities, they can develop the
ability to think critically, organize ideas, and
express themselves clearly.

Contextual learning, which has been
proven to be effective in improving narrative
writing abilities, is one component that can
improve narrative abilities. This is especially
true for Indonesian language learning.
Contextual learning helps students relate
lessons to everyday life, which makes
learning more meaningful (Fatmawati &
Fatonah, 2018). Using interesting learning
media when teaching narratives can also
encourage students to participate more
actively in the learning process. This makes
writing stories more fun and easier for them
(Harahap et al., 2024). Storytelling is an
excellent technique to improve children's
narrative abilities, as it not only teaches them
morality and values but also makes them feel
like other people. According to Hariyati et al.
(2018), storytelling can be used as a way to
convey moral messages or lessons to
elementary school students, especially if
supported by modern devices such as videos,
photos or slides that attract students' attention
via the internet.

. Based on the univariate analysis for the
literacy variable that was carried out, it was
found that the number of children who
received a literacy score in the good category
was 28 (fifty six percent), the sufficient
category was 21 (forty two percent), and the
poor category was 1 (two percent). . Thus, it
can be concluded that children with the
highest literacy scores are in the good
category. This shows that the literacy of
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children in the second grade of elementary
schools in Surakarta is in the good category;
however, several children were in the
sufficient category, and one child was in the
insufficient category. Children are considered
to have a good level of literacy if they are able
to analyze, reason, and communicate their
knowledge and skills in the areas of reading,
mathematics, and science. To achieve this,
there are three important strengthening
strategies that can be implemented, namely
creating a text-rich environment, effective
social strengthening, and academic support.
These three elements are very important in
developing a literacy culture that supports
children's development (Dewayani et al.,
2021). Literacy is a fundamental factor that
includes the ability to read, write and reason,
which is the basis for interacting effectively in
various contexts. Literate people tend to be
able to participate in social and cultural
practices, placing literacy as an essential
element in everyday life (Hadianto et al.,
2022). One effective approach to supporting
children's literacy is shared reading programs,
which have been shown to provide significant
benefits for school-aged children, including
children as young as 5 years old. Reading
together, whether in small groups or in pairs,
allows children to respond, ask questions, and
learn actively, while adults can provide direct
guidance to support the process (Timperley et
al., 2022). This literacy research emphasizes
the importance of assessing children's ability
to understand and analyze reading as an
indicator of  their  overall literacy
development.

Factors that can increase literacy are
experience; which is one of the important
internal components in the formation of
cultural literacy. This experience can come
from what a person hears, sees and
experiences during the learning process,
which in turn enriches understanding and
literacy skills. Interest in literacy also plays an
important role, because basically it is an
acceptance of something that comes from
outside a person; This interest can arise as a
result of the surrounding environment and the
experiences experienced (Zakiyah et al.,
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2024). Apart from internal factors, external
support such as adequate school facilities and
the active role of parents can also help
students become more proficient in reading.
However, even though resources and support
are limited, appropriate literacy strategies can
still be developed to improve students' literacy
skills (Purbowati, 2024). One effective
strategy is daily literacy practice before
learning begins. In addition, schools can
provide reading corners in each class, which
are equipped with various types of reading
books. This reading corner functions as an
extension of the school library, is attractively
designed, and managed by the students
themselves, thereby creating an environment
that supports literacy culture (Pristiawati,
2023).

There is a relationship between narrative
ability and literacy of grade 2 elementary
school students in Surakarta, according to the
results of Spearman’s Rank bivariate analysis.
The p value is 0.002 below 0.05. With a
correlation strength of 0.424, the two
variables show a positive correlation direction
and a moderate correlation level. Literacy
skills are always related to early literacy
experiences and language skills, which serve
as an important basis in the development of
narrative abilities of early childhood students.
Students' narrative abilities are also greatly
influenced by their verbal interactions with
adults, which provide language stimulation
and story understanding. Previous research
found that even though early childhood
students are of low socioeconomic status, they
tend to have good narrative abilities,
indicating the significant role of verbal
experience in supporting these abilities
(Puspitasari et al., 2023). In addition, literacy
has a significant relationship with narrative
writing skills. The literacy culture built in
schools has a positive impact on students'
narrative writing skills, so it is important for
schools to cultivate literacy through programs
and activities (Saputra et al., 2023).

Awareness of the positive relationship
between the ability to read and write
narratives is also the key to success in literacy
learning, because reading activities directly
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influence language skills, including narrative
writing skills (Darmawansyah et al., 2024).
Based on these various findings, it can be
concluded that there is a strong correlation
between narrative abilities and literacy
abilities, indicating the importance of building
these skills synergistically from an early age.

CONCLUSION

This conclusion shows that age and gender
are factors that can influence narrative and
literacy abilities. Apart from that, the family, as
the party closest to the child, plays an important
role in supporting learning at home, including
developing children's narrative and literacy
skills. Based on the results of bivariate analysis,
it was found that there was a significant
relationship between narrative ability and
literacy, where both had a positive correlation
with the strength of the relationship being at a
moderate level. This emphasizes the importance
of family support and individual factors such as
gender and age in building narrative and literacy
skills in a balanced manner.

SUGGESTION

It is hoped that the results of this research
will help speech therapists collect data and
develop a review of the relationship between
narrative abilities and literacy of children in the
second grade of elementary schools in Surakarta.
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